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Winterize Your Home and Property

Check these tasks off your to-do list* to protect your loved ones and your home during the cold winter months.

 TRIM THE TREES

Nothing is as pretty as a sparkling, snow-covered tree ?  unless it lands on your home or vehicle. Cut down 

dead trees that could fall and damage your property or hurt people. Remove dead branches and limbs. Trim branches 
that are touching your home or could rub against it once coated with ice. Also keep trees trimmed enough so that 

branches don?t provide pathways for wildlife looking for a cozy spot to spend the winter, 
like your attic.

CLEAR THE GUTTERS

Remove leaves and other debris from your eavestroughs and downspouts so that 
water can be safely diverted from your home and its foundation. Debris-filled gutters can 

lead to ice damming, where water freezes and backs up under the roof shingles. This can 
lead to insulation, ceiling and wall damage. A little work now can save a lot of work later.

INSPECT THE ROOF

Look for loose shingles and flashing; missing, damaged or improperly supported 
gutters and downspouts; and missing or damaged vent covers. If anything is on the roof 

that shouldn?t be there, remove it. Have a qualified roofer make repairs as necessary.

CLEAN THE CHIMNEY

If you use a wood-burning stove or fireplace, have a qualified inspector examine your chimney annually to make 

sure it is clean and safe for use. Over time creosote, a tarry byproduct of burning wood, can build up in the chimney if 
not addressed. The substance is highly flammable and poses a serious fire risk. A chimney fire can soon become a 

house fire, so don?t risk it.

SERVICE THE FURNACE

Make sure you not only stay warm this winter but also stay safe. Gas- and oil-burning furnaces produce carbon 

monoxide. If this odorless gas builds up in your home, it can make you sick? or worse. Have the furnace inspected by a 
qualified technician to make sure it is working properly. While you are at it, change the air filter and test your smoke 

and carbon monoxide detectors.

*Use qualified professionals to tackle tasks you cannot knowledgeably or safely perform yourself.
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TEST THE GENERATOR

If you have a generator, make sure it is in good working order. If you have a portable generator, make sure it has 

fuel. Remember that these devices create deadly fumes and contribute to carbon monoxide poisoning if used 
incorrectly. They must only be used outside and should remain at least 20 feet away from windows, doors and vents. 

PREVENT FROZEN PIPES

Before the cold sets in, make sure exposed pipes (e.g., in crawl spaces, near outside walls, etc.) are insulated. 
Consider wrapping them with UL-approved heat tape. Also, shut off water to outside spigots and drain the pipes to 

prevent them from freezing and bursting. Disconnect garden hoses as well. During extremely cold weather, open 
cabinet doors to allow warm air to surround the pipes, and turn the faucet on enough to let water drip to prevent 

freezing. 

BLOCK THE COLD

Prevent drafts and cold air from seeping into the house by installing weather stripping and seals around 

windows, doors, electrical outlets, air conditioners and mail chutes. Replace screens with storm doors and windows if 
you have them. Make sure your home has adequate insulation.

WINTERIZE RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

Consult your vehicle owner?s manual or hire a professional to winterize any vehicle you plan to store for several 
months. Make sure it is clean and dry to protect the finish and prevent mildew before you cover it. Fill the gas tank and 

oil reservoir to prevent condensation, if recommended, and add anti-freeze as needed to protect the engine. Consider 
using a battery tender to keep the vehicle?s battery charged until you are ready to use it again.

Visit Hylant.com to learn more about how we can help you protect your home and property.

The above information does not constitute advice. Always contact your insurance broker or trusted advisor for 
insurance-related questions.
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